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A  R  C  H  I  T  E  C  T     

R e g i s t e r e d  S A F A  A R K  4 8 0  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE OF BIRTH  03.06.1959  Helsinki 
 
MARITAL STATUS  married, one child 
 
EDUCATION    1980-1983 University of Helsinki, Department of History of Art  
               1981-1983  University of Helsinki, Department of  Drawing 

1982-1990 Tampere University of Technology , 
Department of Architecture 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEGREE  1990  Master of Science in Architecture 
 
PROFESSIONAL STATUS member of the Association of Finnish Architects SAFA, 

since 1990, registered member n:o 480 since 2000 
 
LANGUAGE SKILLS  Finnish (ml), Swedish, English, German  
 
ARCHITECTURAL EXCURSIONS France, USA, Italy, Spain, Madeira, Malta, Scotland, 

Norway, Sweden, Singapore, Indonesia 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

 
since 1997    Director of Architects Suominen Oy 
since 1991  Associate of  SRMT Oy  Architects Suominen - Raveala - Mäntylä Oy  
since 1998 Project  Manager / Future Home, University of Industrial Arts Helsinki  
 
1989-1997 Associate of Trollius Oy  

Architects Sopanen – Suominen- Svärd - de la Chapelle Oy 
1983-84 SATO Architects OY 
1985-87 Architects Tähti-Set OY 
1988-89 Architects A-konsultit OY 
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ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS  
 

1998 Pöytyä Parish Hall (with K.Miettinen), invited competition, 1st prize  
1997 Finnish Embassy in Canberra Australia (with K.Miettinen), purchased entry 
1997 Ecological Day Care Centre in Viikki Helsinki, honorary mention 
1996  Europan, Home in the City; Italy, 1st prize, SRMT Oy 
1996  Tampere Central Square (with P.Jukola), honorary mention 
1996  Helsinki City Residential Environments Competition (with P.Jukola), honorary mention 
1996  Residential Block of Flats for ATT in Malminkartano Helsinki, honorary mention 
1995  Village in Archipelago 2000, (with P.Jukola), honorary mention 
1995  Helsinki City Kiosk Competition  (with P.Jukola), higher category entry 
1994  Elementary School in Soininen Helsinki (with P.Jukola), honorary mention 
1992 Ideas Competition of  the Banks of River Aura in Turku,  

(with M.Anttila, P.Jukola), purchased entry 
1992 Nordic Ideas Competion of Marja-Vantaa Areas in Vantaa  

(with P.Jukola J.Raveala, S.Mantyla, J.Tissari), honorary mention 
1990  Residences in Tammisalontie  in Helsinki / invited competition, 2nd prize 
1989 Western Highway Environmental Structures in Espoo  

(with P.Sopanen, I. Svärd), 1st prize  
1989  Kiuruvesi Market Square (with P.Sopanen, I.Svärd) 3rd prize 
1989 Imatrankoski City Centre Ideas Competition in Imatra,  

(with P.Sopanen, I.Svärd), 3rd prize 
1989 Lielahti T-Central Ideas Competition by Tampere University of Technology,  

purchased entry   
1988  Suburban Renewal Competition in Imatra (with P.Sopanen, I.Svärd), purchased entry   
1987  Malmitalo Community Hall in Helsinki, honorary mention 
1985  One -Family House in Wood / The International Anonymous Design Competition 

Jugoslavia, honorary mention 
1984  Concorso di Architettura, Biennale di Venezia in Italia, exhibition entry  

 
CREATIVE ART COMPETITIONS 
 

1983  Wood-Space-Art Competition, Helsinki Festival Week, 1st prize  
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN JURYS OF ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS SAFA 
 

1997 Kouvola Pedestrian Street, Open Architectural Competition,  member of jury 
1992 Environmental Arts Competition "Through the Grey Stone"  Kuopio, member of jury 

 
EXHIBITIONS 

Group Exhibitions: 
 

1999  MediaHome, installation, Sitra, Nykyaika Gallery Lasipalatsi Helsinki 
1999  Future Home Institute Exhibition, University of Industrial Arts Helsinki  
1998  Homo Mobilis Exhibition / FutureMediaHome, Museum of Arts and Design in Helsinki 
1993 Boites D´arts III, USF Kulturhus  in Bergen Norway  
1993  Boites D´arts II, Cité des Arts Galerie in Paris France 
1992  Boites D´arts I, Cité des Arts Galerie in Paris France 

 
Private Exhibitions: 

 
1992  Kluuvi Gallery in Helsinki 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

1991  Foundation of Kordelin, scholarship for creative work and travel in France  
1992 The Building Information Institute/ scholarship to the group MOUKARI  

for an exhibition pavilion in Helsinki 
1993  Council of Arts Finland, scholarship for creative work 
1993  Norwegian Finnish Cultural Foundation, scholarship for creative work in Bergen 
1993  Wihuri Foundation, scholarship for creative work in Paris 
1995  Finnish Cultural Fund, scholarship for design "Scenery and ParkWay " in USA 
1995 Foundation of Visual Arts, a studio scholarship in New York USA 
1996  Danish Finnish Cultural Foundation, scholarship for travel in Greenland 
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EDUCATIONAL WORK  
 

TEACHING 
 

1996 - University of Industrial Arts Helsinki, Department of Interior Design,  
Teacher, Course Director of Spatial Design Course 

1992 -2000 Tampere University of Technology,  Department of Architecture, 
Assistant Teacher of Professor Jallinoja in Theory of Architecture Course 

1996 - 97 Vasa Polytechnic Institute, Specialist Teacher of  Vasa Interactive Studio Vitech 
1997  Nordplus Student Exchange Workshop in Trondheim Norway, Nordic Schools of 

Architecture, Teacher 
1993 Nordplus Student Exchange Workshop in Stockholm, Nordic Schools of Architecture,  

Teacher 
1989 - 1992  Tampere University of Technology, Department of Architecture,  

Assistant Teacher of  Professor Stenros in Theory of Architecture Course 
 

GUEST LECTURES, WORKSHOPS  
 
2002 Humantec IST, UIAH 

 2002 MIT ChangingPlaces, Health Workshop 
2001 Academy of Finland, Future Home 
2001 MIT House_n NetZero workshop 
2000 Massachusetts Institute of Technology MIT Cambridge,  Thesis Critiques 
2000 MIT House_n,  
2000  NCC, IT Seminar, Information Technology in Building Construction Business 
2000 Interiors 2000,  Virtual Apartment Planning 
2000 Helsinki University of Technology, Department of Architecture, Wood Architecture 

Future Home 
2000 TEKES, Vera Seminar, Virtual Apartment Planning 
1999 Helsinki University of Technology, Department of Architecture, Housing Design 

Future Home 
1999  Technology Centre of Helsinki, Virtual Apartment Planning 
1999 Research Society of Future, “Living in Future” 
1999 Carnegie Mellon University Pittsburgh, guest lecture 
1998 Helsinki University of Technology, Department of Architecture, Development of 

Education Seminar, guest lecture 
1998  Salzburg / Digital Cities 4th Framework Congress, "Virtual Apartment Planning" 
1998  Vasa Polytechnic Institute, “Space-Time-Motion” 
1997 Trondheim University of Technology, Department of Architecture, "Virtual Teaching" 
1996  University of Industrial Arts Helsinki, "Space-Time-Motion" 
1995  California Polytechnic University, Department of Architecture, guest lecture and 

critiques session 
1994  University of Industrial Arts Helsinki, "Architecture as a Future Profession" 
1994 Royal Academy of Stockholm Sweden, guest lecture 
1994  University of Industrial Arts Helsinki, "Moments, Happenings"  
1993  L´École d´Architecture de Paris Belleville, France, guest lecture and critiques session 
1990 Helsinki University of Technology, Department of Architecture, critiques session 

   
 

RESEARCH 
 
2001 - 2002 Massachusetts Institute of Technology MIT Medialab Changing Places consortium, 

Cambridge, research affiliate  
2001 - 2002 MassCustomisation in Building Industry Principal researcher UIAH/HUT/TEKES/MIT 
2000 - 2001  New Technologies in building cluster, Principal researcher TEKES / UIAH /MIT 
1997 - 1998 University of Industrial Arts Helsinki FutureHome Institute, Project Manager of 

FutureHome Research Project, MediaHome 
1998 - 2000 University of Industrial Arts Helsinki, Project Manager of VirAps Research Project 
 Virtual Apartments  
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PROJECTS 

 
CURRENT PROJECTS 
 for Architects Suominen Oy 

   
2001-2003 Korkeasaari Zoo Helsinki, Bear Enclosure and Public Restaurant & Exhibition Building 

Renovation   
 

 
COMPLETED BUILDINGS, INTERIORS AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS 

  for Architects Suominen Oy 
 

2002 Villa Nurmio Pickala, renovation, alteration and extension project, architectural, 
environmental and interior design 

2001 Villa Andersin, extension, Tammisaari 
2000 Korkeasaari Zoo Helsinki, Bear Enclosure and Public Restaurant & Exhibition Building 

Renovation Planning 
2000 Korkeasaari Zoo Helsinki, European-Asian Geographical Area Two  Master Plan 
2000 SoloShop Woman Ateneuminkuja, interior design 
2000 Villa Kanavaniemi, private house, architectural and interior design 
2000 SoloShop for Men Ateneuminkuja Helsinki, interiors 
2000 Apartment Nordström Fredrikinkatu Helsinki, renovation and interior 
2000 Apartment Varrio Helsinki, renovation and interior 
2000 Helsingin Pantti Iso-Robertinkatu Helsinki, shopfront signs 
2000 ClubBlueNote JazzClub Helsinki, master plan 
2000 Villa Arkiomaa, villa, guest houses and sauna, master plan  
2000 Restaurant Seahorse Outdoor Café and Kiosk, master plan 
2000 Restaurant Scala Helsinki, architectural design 
1999 Restaurant Scooze Helsinki, concept design 
1999 Tehtaankatu 36, apartment building courtyard and entry halls renovation 
1999 Restaurant Malminnova Helsinki, concept design 
1999 Villa Vepsäläinen, Tammisaari,renovation and extension plan,  interior design 
1999  Restaurant Klaffi Kontula, interior design 
1999 FutureHome Exhibition Lasipalatsi Helsinki, exhibition architecture 
1998 Houses Vepsäläinen, master plan 
1998 Airport City Vantaa, concept and architectural advertising design 
1997 Apartment Perämiehenkatu 4, interior design 
1997   Villa Vindholm Tammisaari, private villa and hut, architectural design 
1997   Villa Vepsäläinen, private villa, guest house and sauna, architectural design 
 

 
 

COMPLETED BUILDINGS, INTERIORS AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS 
 for SRMT Oy and Trollius Oy 

 
1999  Finnair Office Building Helsinki, SRMT Oy 
1998 Block of 12 Flats Tapanila Helsinki, SRMT Oy 
1998  Laulumiesten Aukio Square in Runeberg Street Helsinki, architectural plan, SRMT Oy 
1997  Service Station Esso, protected by the National Board of Antiques, restoration, SRMT  
1996   Public Transport Terminal and Service Building for the City of Espoo in Westend,  

Trollius Oy 
1996   Retirement Home for VAV in Länsimäki Vantaa, SRMT Oy 
1995   Pedestrian Bridge in Tapiola Espoo, Trollius Oy, 

honorary mention for Finnish Steel Prize in 1994  
1995  Retirement Home and Square in Martinlaakso Vantaa, SRMT Oy 
1994  Meripuisto, Park by the seashore Helsinki, park design,  SRMT Oy  
1994  Public Transport Terminal for the City of Espoo in Tapiola, Trollius Oy  
1994   Six Blocks of 4 Flats in Kuninkaanmäki, SRMT Oy 
1993   Row of Houses in Pähkinärinne,  22 flats, SRMT Oy 
1993   Otantatutkimus Offices in Helsinki, interior, SRMT Oy 
1993   Environmental Structures at Tapiola Highway Exit, noise walls and landscape design, 

Trollius Oy 
1993  Subpass Tunnel in Otsolahti Espoo, renovation and enlargement, Trollius Oy 
1993  Environmental Structures and Noise Walls by the Western Highway in Espoo, Trollius 

Oy, Calvanized Steel Structures 1994 1st prize 
1992  Retirement Home in Ilola Vantaa, 38 flats, SRMT Oy 
1992  Hakalehto Exit, environmental design, 2 bridges and pedestrian ways, Trollius  
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1991  Environmental Structures for City of Espoo, Highway landscape and environmental 
design, Trollius Oy 

1991  Fanfaari Amusement Park, interior design for 4 restaurants, Trollius Oy 
1990  Restaurant Kaarle XII, interior design for 2 bars and night club, Trollius Oy 
1989  Villa AndersinTammisaari, for Suominen Architect 
1989  Villa Kangas in Tammisaari, 80 m2, for Suominen Architect 

 
 

UNCOMPLETED SCHEMES 
 

1995 Service Station Exxon in Mannerheimintie Helsinki, SRMT OY 
1994  Service Station Exxon in Merikatu Helsinki, SRMT OY 
1994  Rostov Bank in Rostov  Russia, interior design and furniture design for congress and 

reception areas, Trollius Oys 
1994 Hotel and Baths NIKOLSKOE in Moscow Russia, SRMT Oy 
1994 Multifunctional Complex in St Petersburg Russia, baths and shopping centre, Trollius  
1993  Salla Holiday Hotel and Restaurant, Trollius Oy 
1992 Hotel Kamppi in Runeberg Street Helsinki, SRMT Oy  
1991  Radio Station Radio City in Ruoholahti, for Suominen Architect 
1991  Mediterranean Cruise Ship for Rauma-Yards, SRMT Oy 
1991 Water Sports Facilities in Niihama in Tampere, for Suominen Architect 

 
 
 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
 
 
 MassCustomization in BuildingIndustry 
 http://www.arksuominen.com/mass.a  
 
 New Technologies in buildingcluster 
 http://www.arksuominen.com/urak  
 

PAST 
 

Designer and project manager of future mediahome. 
http://www.uiah.fi/projects/tilastudio/mediakoti 

 
Future mediahome is an experimental housing project studying the concept of future home in relation 
with digital media and modern technology.  
Development of information technology opens new visions towards living, our habits and home. 
Mediahome studies new possibilities and the affects of networking, internet and new media i.e. what 
happens to the concept and feeling of home. Through new possibilities Mediahome presents a new 
consept for the home; the home will be divided to different layers, one connects  and another protects, 
one is active and another is more passive and protective. In the heart of the home is a virtual space 
which is connected to the outer world trough networks, but remains open for all kinds of activities from 
inside. Active areas are 1.cooking, 2.working, 3.bathing, 4.relaxing, while passive areas are for resting 
and sleeping. 

 
 

Designer and project manager of VirAps - the Virtual Apartment. 
http://www.viraps.uiah.fi 
VirAps is an end-user oriented interactive planning system.  
 
The VIRAPS-system is a database driven Web-based application allowing inhabitants to participate in 
the planning and design of their homes and immediate environments.  
The VIRAPS-system approaches housing from the end-user (consumer) point of view. It aims to re-
organise the building process from a construction driven system to an end-user (inhabitant) driven one. 
The building process involves many agents, its flows of information are complex and the decision-
making system (both political and economic) is complicated. Therefore the VIRAPS-system has been 
constructed with two goals in mind: to support the decision-making process of the end-user (the future 
inhabitant) and to facilitate digital integration and communication within the building industry. Especially 
the latter has been difficult in the building industry. There is a growing interest among Finnish 
companies to join the project and support it financially.  
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CONTACT 
 

 
 

Jarmo Ilmari Suominen  
Architect Safa  
Email suominen@mit.edu  
 
Boston | USA  
Massachusetts Institute of Technology  
MIT Media Laboratory Consortium  
Changing Places | House_n  
Department of Architecture  
One Cambridge Center  
( MIT building NE18-4FL)  
Cambridge , MA  
02142-1605 USA  
Tel + (1) 617 452 5641  
http://web.mit.edu/suominen/www/ 
 
Home  
92 Beacon street # 51  
02108 Boston  
MA, USA  
GSM + (1) 617 669 1784  
Tel + (1) 617 367 9050  
Fax + (1) 617 367 9050  
 
Helsinki | Finland  
 
Suominen Architects | Work  
Arkkitehtitoimisto Suominen Oy  
www.arksuominen.com  
 
Neitsytpolku 3  
00140 Helsinki  
Finland  
tel + 358 9 669902  
fax + 358 9 669902  
gsm + 358 41 4549465   
email suominen@arksuominen.com  
 

 


